Ilusion of Love Discussion Questions

- What motivates Jared Quinby to get involved in the FBI’s Internet fraud case
despite his leg injury? How do his motivations evolve throughout the story?

How does the theme of trust play out in Mary Divers’ interactions with David
Kline? What are the consequences of misplaced trust in the story?

Discuss the character development of Mary. How does her past, including her abandonment by
her parents and her near-rape experience, shape her actions and decisions in the story?

How does Amy Donavan’s friendship with Mary influence the narrative? What role does she
play in trying to protect Mary, and how effective is she?

Explore the role of technology in the plot. How do the Internet and online dating sites facilitate
both connection and deception in the story?

What are the main conflicts in the story? How are they resolved, and what impact do these
resolutions have on the characters involved?

How do family secrets, such as the true identity of Mary’s “aunt” and the truth about her parents,
affect Mary’s perception of herself and her decisions?

How does Jared’s profession as a psychiatrist influence his approach to the investigation and his
interactions with Mary?

Discuss the ethical dilemmas faced by Jared and Will Fulton during the investigation. How do
they balance their professional duties with their personal feelings?

The plot line in this book is loosely based on a true story, namely the deception of David Kline
and his subsequent “death.” How would you discern whether someone was telling the truth
online?



